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"T' for Terrorism

At about 11.21 am. on 25th August,
2003, | had just finished college and our Prin-
cipal advised us to go straight home as two
bomb blasts had rocked Mumbai. As soon
as | heard of it | decided to visit the spot.
When | reached Zaveri Bazar, one of the two
spot where the blasts took place, | witnessed
heavy police security. | wanted to help the
people who were rushed to the near by hos-
pital but the cops did not even allow me to
enter the high security blast site. However |
managed to see the situation after the blast
on a television in a shop just a few meters
away. | realized that the bombs were planted
using RDX in taxis. The situation at Gate-
way of India was equally bad. Amputated fin-
gers of few victims were shown on televison.
It seemed as if the black cemented roads of
Mumbai were painted Red with blood.

On my way home | saw a doctor who
was in his clinic which was just a few meters
away and was watching the situation on the
news but not once did he decide to go and
help the needy. | lamented the fact that he
was a Doctor. | reached the entrance of my
building at around 12.45 p.m. and overheard
the watchman saying that it was Muslim
people behind the blasts. | was very angry
on hearing that and felt like slapping him but
| resisted my self as he was elder to me and
however Gandhiji's non-violence ideologies
were a fresh in my mind due to the movie
'‘Gandi' | watched on Independence Day
which was a few days ago. Blaming that
these militants are Muslims; It does not mean
that all Muslims are terrorists. And | am say-

LOUNRLY

ing this despite the fact | am a Hindu that
Islam does not support such cowardly acts
like those of terrorists.

On reaching home | switched on the
news and | saw the channels unethically
showing that around 100 people had died
and more than 200 were injured, which was
wrong on their part to do so without confirm-
ing with the police. It added fule to fire in the
pandemonium going on in the city. However
around 46 people had lost their life and more
then 160 were injured.

Then the blame game started, opposi-
tion blaming the ruling government and vice-
versa. Ministers poured at the blast sites like
unusual summer rain in the Vidharba Dis-
trict of Maharashtra to give condolence to
the injured people and declared compensa-
tion worth Rs. 1,00,000 for all who lost their
lives and Rs. 10,000 for those injured. But
the real question is that can money compen-
sate anybodies life?

Seeing all this | switched off the Televi-
sion set and had a bath and locked myself
in solitude. | thought of the situation of my
country where politics is placed above hu-
manity. We must face all this bravely and
together, unlike the selfish Doctors and
greedy ministers. The best way to avoid
such attacks is to be alert of what all is hap-
pening around you and even if you have an
iota of doubt then you should inform the po-
lice. Remember that every citizen is a Cop
without Uniform. Let us try our best so that
in future small children do not memorize
while learning alphabets that the letter 'T'
stands for Terrorism.

- By - Shiven Ketan Gandhi
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